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He soon began to find friends. On Wednesdays
lie would attend the little chapel; and lie was
especially fond of frequenting the little candle-
making workshop behind the main street, where
the workmen can still be seen ingeniously con-
triving the special illuminant candles for the
slate quarries of North Wales. There, as in the
smithy at Llanystumdwy, he found much con-
genial company for discussion and debate; for it
was a significant fact that in youth David Lloyd
George was always drawn to the places where
men assemble and discuss their affairs.
Here was a youth at the age of sixteen taken
out of his village and thrown into the larger
turmoil of the world's affairs. The solicitors'
firm to which he was articled was an important
legal centre in Carnarvonshire. The solicitors
were Clerks to the Petty Sessional Divisions, and
Mr. Breese was also Clerk to the Lieutenant of
the County, besides being the Liberal agent for
Merionethshire. Finding that the youth was
handy and smart, they soon began to use him as
deputy in their various functions. So David
found himself immersed into all the affairs of
a great county, besides being in constant touch
with the stirring life of a little port. The ships
and sailors were ever coming and going, and all
the murmur of larger interests flowed in from
outside. There, in that little corner of Wales,
they could constantly hear " the great wave
which echoes round the world/'
From the vantage-post of his firm the boy
could gradually gain an insight into the whole
machinery of county administration.